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Christmas Eve 10:00am Service (Sanctuary) 

Fifth Sunday Service—December 31st 

10:00am (CAC) 

2017 KM Community Advent  
Service Schedule 

Wednesday Service Times: 12:00 Noon  
This Year’s Theme: “Faith, Hope & Love” 

  12/6 Central UMC  
Speaker: Dr. John Sloan, Jr.  Topic: Faith 

(Pastor, First Baptist Church)  
12/13 First Church of  Nazarene  

Speaker: Rev. Joshua Morgan Topic: Hope 
(Pastor, Advent Lutheran Church) 

12/20 First Presbyterian  
Speaker: Rev. Ron Hawkins Topic: Love 

(Pastor, Grover Church of God) 
Each service is followed by a light lunch with a 

suggested donation of $3.  

Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 3rd 

10:00am in the Sanctuary 



Page 2 

Central United Methodist Church of Kings Mountain 

113 S. Piedmont Ave. Kings Mountain, NC 28086  

 central@cumckm.org  www.cumckm.org 

704-739-2471 

Office Hours:   

Monday-Friday   8:30am —12:30pm 

                1:00pm—4:30pm  

Staff:           
Pastor, Jill Rhinehart 

Youth Ministry & Director of Discipleship,  

Aaron Simmons  

Children’s Minister & Christian Education,                                

Mallory Monroe Brown 

Organist, Doug Parker 

Music Director, Carlos Zamora 

Handbell/Drama Director, Teresa Williams 

Preschool Director, Lindsay Romesberg 

Administrative Assistant, Candy Love  

A History Minute by Libby Putnam 

While sorting  some church newsletters from past 

years, there were two from December, 1997. 

Twenty years ago our church was busy with many of 

the same types of activities that we have planned for 

the current month of December.   Rev. Hal 

Schwantes and his wife Darlene had just returned 

from a trip to Israel on December 3rd.  On the 5th the 

Bells of Praise were participating in the town’s 

“Mountaineer Christmas” with a concert of Christmas 

music.  On Sunday, December 7th,  the Chrismon 

Trees were up and on that evening a Chrismon 

Service was planned to explain the meaning of the 

“Christ monograms.”  A Christmas Family Night was 

planned for Wednesday, December 10th, and on 

Friday, December 12, the Children’s Choir was 

planning a lock-in to practice for the Christmas 

program to be held on Sunday, December 14.  At 

the 11:00 AM service on the 14th, the Chancel Choir 

presented the cantata “Rejoice In His Coming.”  That 

evening, the children presented the musical “The 

Time Machine Christmas” written by members of the 

children’s choir Emily Edwards, Hannah McDaniel, 

Stewart Livsie, and  director Linda Dixon.  At 10:40 

on Sunday, December 21, the Bells of Praise 

presented their Christmas Concert, and that 

evening, church members filled the church bus and 

sang Christmas carols around the community.  At 

7:00 PM on Wednesday, the 24th,  the beautiful 

Christmas Eve Communion and Candlelight service 

was scheduled to be held.  Then, as now, Central 

United  Methodist Church was filled with 

opportunities to share in the love and beauty of the 

Advent Season. 

The Russell Fellowship Class 
is working on  their annual 

Christmas Project.  
  

Each year we provide gifts, 
groceries, and blankets for needy 

families.  We usually serve 35 children 
each year.   

 
Donations from individuals of  

blankets and cash should be given to 
the Russell Fellowship Class by 

Sunday,  December 10th. 

The Family Fellowship Night on 
Wednesday, January 10th will feature a 
Cake Walk. Please call or text Jennifer 

Osborne at 704-450-0719 if you would be 
willing to donate a cake. Thanks! 

2017 Contributions 
must be postmarked  
by December 31, 2017 

or received in by  
December 31, 2017. 



Kids for Christ/ 
Children’s Choir 
The KfC meets on  
Sunday Evenings  

from 5:30-7:30pm in the CAC. 
There will be no Meetings on 

12/24 or 12/31.  
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Upcoming UMYF Events:  
UMYF 12/3 
Progressive Dinner 12/10 
Caroling 12/17 
UMYF 12/24 
We will not meet on December 31st. 
On January 1st UMYF will eat lunch together. 
 
Thank you so much for letting me be a part of 
working with you and your children.  I know 
we are going to learn a lot, have fun, and get 
closer to Jesus. 
 
Aaron Simmons  
Youth Director/Director of Discipleship      
704-472-1725 

Join us for Family Fellowship Night  
Wednesday, December 13th at 6:15pm  

The program will be presented by the Handbells. The meal will be 
Covered dish. Please bring a dish to share with your church family. 
RSVP for Dinner by 12/11/17 to the church office by noon. 

Christmas Caroling 
We will be Christmas caroling on 

Sunday, December 17th from 4:00pm –
6:00pm. All are welcome to join us. 
Anyone interested in going with the 

church group, please sign up by 
contacting the church office by Sunday, 

December 14th at 704-739-2471. 

Notice of  Closings 
The Church Office and Community Kitchen will 

be closed on Monday, December 25th & 
January 1st. The Carpenter’s Clubhouse 

Preschool will be closed from  
December 21st-January 2nd.   

Central Trekkers  
Christmas Light Event 

Thursday, December 7th 
Join the Central Trekkers (A Senior Adult Group) as 

they travel to the Billy Graham Library and the 
Charlotte Motor Speedway to see the Christmas 
lights. For more information or to RSVP, please 

contact Aaron Simmons at 704-472-1725.  

Annual Parade of Tables 
Saturday, January 27th  

For more information contact Marie Brinkley 
or the church office at  

704-739-2471  
for more information.  

We would like to  
congratulate  

 

Jeff Dixon  
 

as the recipient of this year’s 
Laity Award Winner. 

We Welcome Our  
Newest Members: 

Doug Burch 
Susan Hluch 

 



Central United Methodist Church 
113 South Piedmont Avenue 
Kings Mountain, NC 28086 
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From the Pastor… 
 Christmas Day is still one of my favorite days of the year.  The excitement of 
opening presents and seeing the people you love get the gifts they want always brings 
joy to my heart. 
 
I remember the first time I received a beautiful pink bike with a banana seat that had 
flowers on it and tall handlebars.  There were even streamers on the handles so as 
you rode fast through the neighborhood the streamers would blow in the wind.  I could 
not wait to get on my bike and ride over to my best friend’s house to show her my 

brand new bike.  I was very young and this was my first bike without training wheels.  I remember riding 
into her driveway and letting my bike fall to the ground because I didn’t even want to take the time to put 
the kick stand up.  
 
I realized after the bike crashed onto the cement the damage that would occur if I kept letting my bike fall 
instead of taking the time to put the kick stand up. Looking back now I wonder why I would not have 
treated this bike better if I was so glad to have it.  It was exactly the thing I wanted for Christmas yet I 
was not taking good care of it. 
 
This made me think more about what Christmas is really about.  We celebrate the birth of Our Savior, 
Jesus Christ on December 25th.  But during this season we get so busy with other things in our lives we 
don’t take the time to really appreciate the reality that our God came to us as the best gift of all in order 
to be in a personal relationship with us. 
 
Imagine how different the season would be or even the day or the year if we took the time to remember, 
reflect, and live our lives in gratitude toward the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Imagine how different our lives would be if we lived every day in love with God and respectful and 
accepting of the love God gives us.  I think that our priorities would be very different.  I believe our lives 
would be filled with grace and compassion for God and others instead of being in a hurry to the next 
place.  
 
As time went on I worked harder to slow down and take care of my bike not just because I had a great 
bike but I realized that this bike was a gift given to me by my parents out of love for me.  Although God’s 
love for us is even better than a banana seat, pink bike, Jesus is the greatest act of a loving God 
reminding us of God’s perfect gift. 
 

Jill Rhinehart 

Peggy Ramey c/o White Oak Maner 
 716 Sites Street Room 101 
Kings Mountain NC 28086 


